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in our administration begin to trust each
other more. And trust is an important con-
cept.

I never forget my first question | was
asked, after having met Vladimir Putin in Slo-
venia, was from an enterprising U.S. re-
porter. He said, “Do you trust Vladimir
Putin?’ And |, without hesitating, said,
“Yes.” And he said, “How do you know?”
I said, “I looked in his eyes and saw his soul.”

We had just come from a very long con-
versation where we talked about family mat-
ters and we talked about our own personal
lives. And | found in Vladimir a very genuine
person, somebody with whom 1 could place
my trust. And that doesn’t mean we agree
on every issue, don't get me wrong. But it
does mean that we have the platform nec-
essary to have good, positive relations so we
can move our relations throughout our Gov-
ernment forward.

Q. Mr. President, thank you so much, in-
deed. Have a nice trip to Russia.

The President. I'm looking forward to it.

NoTE: The interview was taped at 2:36 p.m. on
May 29 in the Library at the White House for
later broadcast and was embargoed for release by
the Office of the Press Secretary until 1:30 p.m.,
May 31. In his remarks, the President referred
to former President Saddam Hussein of Iraq; and
President Vladimir Putin of Russia. A tape was
not available for verification of the content of this
interview.

Proclamation 7683—National Child’s
Day, 2003
May 30, 2003

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

On National Child’s Day, we celebrate the
future of our Nation and the promise of
America’s youth. As a Nation, as parents, and
as community members, we have a responsi-
bility to build a secure and nurturing society
so that our children have the opportunity to
grow, learn, work, and succeed.

Creating an environment that instills im-
portant values, builds strong character, and
provides sound education for our children is
a vital national priority. With a firm founda-
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tion, children will be better able to face the
challenges of the future.

Parents are a child’s first teachers, and
they can be the most effective instructors.
One of the most helpful activities parents can
do with their children is read with them.
Children who develop a love for reading ex-
pand their imaginations and cultivate a thirst
for learning that lasts a lifetime. By talking,
listening, and reading to our children, we can
help them build the confidence they need
to succeed in life. Parents’ role as educators
becomes even more important as schools
across the country prepare for summer re-
cess. Summertime is not only a time for chil-
dren to relax and play, it is also a time for
parents to strengthen their ties to their chil-
dren by spending time with them and help-
ing them to broaden their experiences.

To expand on the important work that par-
ents do, my Administration has taken signifi-
cant steps to help give our children greater
opportunities to learn. By improving our edu-
cation system and encouraging early reading
and language skills, we give our children the
tools they will need to succeed in the world
they will inherit from us. Children also ben-
efit from the immeasurable care and support
of their teachers, and are inspired by the
model they set.

Outside the home and the classroom, there
are many adults who touch children’s lives.
Family, mentors, neighbors, and friends can
help mold America’s next generation through
their positive examples, showing children
how to help those in need and encouraging
them to set high standards for themselves.
To help instill the value of volunteer service,
the USA Freedom Corps, through the Stu-
dents in Service to America initiative, is help-
ing to create ways for young people to give
back to their communities. By using their
time, talents, and compassion to make a dif-
ference in the lives of others, America’s chil-
dren are learning to become responsible and
engaged leaders in our democratic society.

On this special day, we celebrate the possi-
bility of every boy and girl in America. In
their faces, we see the hope of our Nation.
America is dedicated to their welfare and the
full development of their potential.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
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by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim June 1, 2003, as
National Child’s Day. I urge parents to spend
more time with their children, read to them,
listen to their concerns, offer guidance and
love, and encourage their dreams. | also urge
all Americans to set a positive example for
our children and to assist parents in setting
them on the path to success. And I call upon
citizens to observe this day with appropriate
programs, ceremonies, and activities.

In Witness Whereof, | have hereunto set
my hand this thirtieth day of May, in the year
of our Lord two thousand three, and of the
Independence of the United States of Amer-
ica the two hundred and twenty-seventh.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45a.m., June 3, 2003]

NoTEe: This proclamation was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on May 31, and it was
published in the Federal Register on June 4.

Remarks to Journalists Following a
Tour of the World War 1l Nazi
Concentration Camp in Auschwitz,
Poland

May 31, 2003

Laura and | have just toured Auschwitz
I, and what they call Auschwitz 11, a place
where millions were murdered. The sites are
a sobering reminder that—of the power of
evil and the need for people to resist evil.
This site is a sobering reminder that when
we find anti-Semitism, whether it be in Eu-
rope or anywhere else, mankind must come
together to fight such dark impulses.

And this site is also a strong reminder that
the civilized world must never forget what
took place on this site.

May God bless the victims and the families
of the victims, and may we always remember.

Thank you.

NoTe: The President spoke at approximately 9
a.m. A tape was not available for verification of
the content of these remarks.
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Remarks to the People of Poland in
Krakow, Poland

May 31, 2003

My friend, Mr. President, it's really good
to be with you again and, of course, the First
Lady. Mr. Prime Minister, Your Eminence,
distinguished guests, citizens of Poland. I'm
honored to be in the city of Krakow, where
so many landmarks give witness to Poland’s
history and Poland’s faith.

From this castle, Polish kings ruled for
centuries in a tradition of tolerance. Below
this hill lies the market square where
Kosciuszko swore loyalty to the first demo-
cratic constitution of Europe. And at Wawel
Cathedral in 1978, a Polish cardinal began
his journey to a conclave in Rome and en-
tered history as Pope John Paul 11, one of
the greatest moral leaders of our time.

In all the tests and hardship Poland has
known, the soul of the Polish people has al-
ways been strong. Mrs. Bush and | are
pleased to make our second visit to this beau-
tiful country, and we bring with us the friend-
ship and the good wishes of the American
people.

In Warsaw 2 years ago, | affirmed the com-
mitment of my country to a united Europe,
bound to America by close ties of history,
of commerce, and of friendship. | said that
Europe must finally overturn the bitter leg-
acy of Yalta and remove the false boundaries
and spheres of influence that divided this
continent for too long.

We have acted on this commitment. Po-
land, the United States, and our Allies have
agreed to extend NATO eastward and south-
ward, bringing the peace and security of our
Alliance to the young democracies of Eu-
rope.

As the Atlantic Alliance has expanded, it
has also been tested. America and European
countries have been called to confront the
threat of global terror. Each nation has faced
difficult decisions about the use of military
force to keep the peace. We have seen unity
and common purpose. We have also seen de-
bate, some of it healthy, some of it divisive.

I have come to Krakow to state the inten-
tions of my country. The United States is
committed to a strong Atlantic Alliance to



